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Future Vehicle Technologies to market eVaro
high-performance hybrid
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As the electric/hybrid auto revolution gathers speed, it's becoming more and more
apparent that green vehicles don’t need to be slow. First, of course, came the Tesla
Roadster. Then, just this month, Revenge Design Inc unveiled their Verde. Now, or
at least not long from now, you can add another green dream to your list: The
Future Vehicle Technologies eVaro. The Canadian-made hybrid gets up to 275mpg,
has a top speed of 135mph, and can go from 0 to 60 in a butt-clenching five
seconds.

“We're all car guys, and we don’t want to build a four-door, four-seat sedan, it’s just
not very exciting” company VP Todd Pratt told Gizmag. “We believe it would have
more impact on the general public to have a [hybrid] car that outperforms a gas
car.” Not only is it fast, but the eVaro can travel up to 125 miles on one charge, and
recharges at home in three hours. To keep the electricity flowing while it's out and
about, the car’s gas generator periodically kicks in to provide power for topping up
the battery. Unlike most hybrids, the eVaro’s gas motor does not ever propel the
vehicle directly.

Given the popularity of the all-electric Tesla, one might wonder why FVT didn’t go
the same route. “Our belief is that electric cars are still not viable” explained Pratt.
“This is our belief: Built it so you can do 90 to 95 percent of your traveling on
electricity alone, but make sure there’s something on board that takes care of ‘life.’
‘Life’ is ‘I forgot to plug it in last night and holy cow, | can’t get to work’... We don’t
believe that, in large numbers, electric cars are going to take hold without that little
tiny generator on board that takes care of what happens.”

Before it can go on sale to the general public, the eVaro has one task to take care
of - competing for this year's Automotive X-Prize. FVT is currently among the

Sir Clive Sinclair's X-1
pedal-electric hybrid

Recent popular

articles in Automotive

B 5

Kapow! The home-built
Dark Knight Batmobile

Auto designer compete to
create 1,000-pound car

Norman Foster rebuilds
Bucky Fuller's Dymaxion
car

Lotus shows five new
models in Paris

Nissan Townpod provides
flexibility of purpose and a
blank canvas for
personalization

Lamborghini reveals carbon
fiber Sesto Elemento
concept

Jaguar unveils stunning C-
X75 concept four-wheel
drive electric supercar

Color changing dressing
to indicate infections

MORE TOP STORIES »

Sections

People

Wearable Electronics



http://www.gizmag.com/xml/
http://www.twitter.com/gizmag/
http://www.gizmag.com/tag/paris-auto-show-2010/
http://www.gizmag.com/
http://www.gizmag.com/dyson-dog-groom-tool-available-in-uk/16847/
http://www.gizmag.com/electric-current-could-improve-math-skills/16844/
http://www.gizmag.com/south-african-5gw-solar-plant/16839/
http://www.gizmag.com/sinclair-x1-pedal-electric/16838/
http://www.gizmag.com/color-changing-dressing/16808/
http://www.gizmag.com/dyson-dog-groom-tool-available-in-uk/16847/
http://www.gizmag.com/electric-current-could-improve-math-skills/16844/
http://www.gizmag.com/south-african-5gw-solar-plant/16839/
http://www.gizmag.com/sinclair-x1-pedal-electric/16838/
http://www.gizmag.com/color-changing-dressing/16808/
http://www.gizmag.com/top_stories/
http://www.gizmag.com/automotive/
http://www.gizmag.com/author/ben-coxworth/
http://www.gizmag.com/fvt-evaro/13871/picture/108901/
http://www.gizmag.com/fvt-evaro/13871/picture/108901/
http://www.gizmag.com/fvt-evaro/13871/picture/108901/
http://www.gizmag.com/go/5898/
http://www.gizmag.com/revenge-verde/13855/
http://www.futurevehicletechnologies.com/
http://www.gizmag.com/x-prize-design-phase/13357/
http://www.gizmag.com/aerogizmo/
http://www.gizmag.com/aroundthehome/
http://www.gizmag.com/automotive/
http://www.gizmag.com/babygizmo/
http://www.gizmag.com/childsplay/
http://www.gizmag.com/digital-cameras/
http://www.gizmag.com/ecogizmo/
http://www.gizmag.com/electronics/
http://www.gizmag.com/games/
http://www.gizmag.com/goodthinking/
http://www.gizmag.com/health/
http://www.gizmag.com/destinations/
http://www.gizmag.com/homeentertainment/
http://www.gizmag.com/remarkablepeople/
http://www.gizmag.com/laptops/
http://www.gizmag.com/military/
http://www.gizmag.com/mobiletechnology/
http://www.gizmag.com/motorcycles/
http://www.gizmag.com/music/
http://www.gizmag.com/onthewater/
http://www.gizmag.com/outdoors/
http://www.gizmag.com/personalcomputing/
http://www.gizmag.com/petgizmos/
http://www.gizmag.com/podcasts/
http://www.gizmag.com/researchwatch/
http://www.gizmag.com/robotics/
http://www.gizmag.com/scienceandeducation/
http://www.gizmag.com/sports/
http://www.gizmag.com/spygear/
http://www.gizmag.com/telecommunications/
http://www.gizmag.com/urbantransport/
http://www.gizmag.com/wearableelectronics/
http://www.gizmag.com/home-built-dark-knight-batmobile/16736/
http://www.gizmag.com/home-built-dark-knight-batmobile/16736/
http://www.gizmag.com/la-auto-show-design-challenge-2010/16697/
http://www.gizmag.com/la-auto-show-design-challenge-2010/16697/
http://www.gizmag.com/norman-foster-rebuilds-dymaxion-car/16638/
http://www.gizmag.com/norman-foster-rebuilds-dymaxion-car/16638/
http://www.gizmag.com/lotus-unveils-five-new-models/16563/
http://www.gizmag.com/lotus-unveils-five-new-models/16563/
http://www.gizmag.com/nissan-townpod-provides-a-blank-canvas-for-personalisation/16527/
http://www.gizmag.com/nissan-townpod-provides-a-blank-canvas-for-personalisation/16527/
http://www.gizmag.com/lamborghini-reveals-sesto-elemento-concept/16522/
http://www.gizmag.com/lamborghini-reveals-sesto-elemento-concept/16522/
http://www.gizmag.com/jaguar-c-x75-concept-four-wheel-drive-electric-supercar/16518/
http://www.gizmag.com/jaguar-c-x75-concept-four-wheel-drive-electric-supercar/16518/
http://www.gizmag.com/exagon-electric-hybrid-has-500-mile-range-and-155-mph-top-speed/16505/

finalists for the $US10,000,000 prize, awarded to the carmaker that best combines
speed and fuel-efficiency. Once it's gained publicity and proven itself by competing
in the contest, FVT plans to begin manufacturing an initial run of 3,000 eVaros.

“We really want to drive home the point to people that this isn’t a compromise” said
Pratt. “It's just better, on all levels.”
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Apart from LMAO when | first saw the interior this is a fine looking vehicle!
A generator in the back is a great idea that I'm surprised more don't use.
Why have the complication of electric and gas drive AND generation.
Just have electric drive and gas generation.

Wonder if they could have used a Capstone turbine?

Multi-fuel, low emission... hmm.

£2 Craig Jennings - January 14, 2010 @ 06:01 pm PST

Love this car. Beautiful, efficient.

52 Allen Bussell - January 21, 2010 @ 06:01 am PST

Every pic seen so far has refused to show the tail, why? Is it just "Butt-Ugly" or
does a look at the drivetrain raise questions?
£ PTB - March 2, 2010 @ 07:03 pm PST
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